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The (Christian Century
ECUMENICAL
OFFICE OF THE EDITOR
407 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605 
HA 7-5380 (AREA CODE 312)
August JI, 1965
Dr. W. J. Cunningham, Minister 
Galloway Memorial Methodist Church 
JOJ North Congress Street 
P. 0. Box 1092 
Jackson, Mississippi J920J
Dear Dr. Cunningham:
I have received your August 19 letter reissuing the gra­
cious invitation which you extended to me when we met at 
the Riverside Church in June. I want you to know that I 
deeply appreciate your friendliness and the genuineness 
of your purpose in inviting me to preach at the Galloway 
Memorial Methodist Church. Moreover, I have no difficulty 
in identifying myself with the problems you face as your 
church goes through a most trying time. Nevertheless, 
after prayerful thought about the matter I have concluded 
that I should not preach in a setting where Negroes are 
deliberately excluded—whatever the circumstances—and 
where I could not, as a Christian minister, address my 
remarks to this fact. I am sure that your sensitive 
spirit appreciates the dilemma in which your gracious 
invitation places me and that you will not think too 
hard of me for making the decision I feel compelled to 
make.
You can be sure that good will come from the fact that 
you and I have now met personally and have entered into 
this correspondence. I will find it impossible in the 
future to pray for all sorts and conditions of men with­
out thinking of you and of your people.
Most cordially,
Kyle Haselden 
Editor
KH/ek
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